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this colony. That is 42 Vic., Section 37. That
saction provides that any persen to whom the
Railway Commissioner has let a refreshment
reom may apply to the licensing bench for a
license, and the application cannot be refused.
The licenss obtained is a general publican’s
license, and the holder of it sells to the public,
while he ought only to be able to sell to
travellers by rail. The Commissioner has
granted as faw of these licenses as possible,
and he has done quite right. TUnder the
preseot law it would be quite possible for the
lessee of the refreshment rooms at Beverley,
for instance, to compete with the outside
hotsls for the general custom. The Bill now
before the House provides that the license
mey be granted by the Commissioner upon
proper application being wade, with proper
notice. The conditions nunder which
the licence is held will be found in sub-
section 2 of section 11, and it reads:— The
‘“ peraon 8o licensed may sell liquor at such
“* refregshment room or stand, and shall for that
* purpose enjoy the same rights and privi-
“ leges as the holder of a publican’s genaral
“ license; provided that liquor shall be sold
“ at such room or stand only within a reason-
“able time before and after the arrival or
* departure of any passenger train at or from
“ guch stution; but this proviso shall not
* render illegal a sale to any person who may
“ be a bona fide lodger in any premises let at
“ any such station by the Cowmmissioner for
“ the accommodation of travellers” When
the Bill was first being discussed it was pro-
pozed to allow a fixed time after the departure
‘of the last trein. Half an hour was suggested,
but I have adopted the words of the Quoens-
land Act, and I think they will be more satis-
factory.

Mg. [LLigawortd : Does the Commissioner
decide what is a reasonable time ?

Tae ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt): He has full power to make all the
necessary regulations for carrying out the
Act, and for the proper control of these places.
Provigion is made whereby he may cancel any
license. It is necessary that he should have
full power to do this, for a lessee might do a lot
of things not at all permissible on a railway
station, and the best way to provent that is to
give the Commissioner every power we can,

Mg. RANDELL moved that the debate be
adjourned until the next sitting of the House.

Motion put and passed.

Debate adjourned.

[COUNCIL.]

Perth Hospilal.

MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY THE
ADMINISTRATOR.
DUTIES ON ESTATES OF DECEASED PERSONS
BILL.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sicr J. Forrest) pre-
sented & message from His Excellency the
Administrator, which was read, as follows :—

Arex. C. Oxsvow,
Administrator,

In accordance with the provisions of Sec-
tion 67 of *The Constitution Act, 1895,"” the
Administrator recommends to the Legislative
Assembly a Bill for the purpese of imposing
duties on the estates of deceased persons.

Government House, Perth,

6th Angust, 1805.

ADJOURNDMENT.
The House adjourned at 6.20 o’clock p.m.

Fegislatibe @ouncil,

Wednesday, Tih August, 1895.

Perth  Hospitel— Williams  railicay—Donnybrook
land reswumption—Justices Appointment Bl :
thind rcading—Licensed Surecyors Bill; com-
mittee—Murvied Women's Property Act Amend-
ment Bl ; committee— Loan Act 1891, Heap-
propriation Bill: second veading ; commnittee—
Customs Duttes Repeal Bill: second reading ;
committee; third reading—Municipel Bill;
second reading—Aines Regynlation Bill: second
veading ; veferved to Jownt Comnmiittee~ Adjoura-
urend.

Tws PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G.Sheuton)
took the chair at 7.30 o'clock p.an.

PERTH HOSPITAL.

Tue Hon. A. B. KIDSON: I have to ask
the Hon. the Minister for Mines—

(a.) The cost of the new Perth Hospital
buildings.

(b.) Whether the whole of such buildings,
when completed, will be set apart for the
staff.

{c.) If not, how wany additiveal wards
and beds will Le arranged for in the new
building.
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Tee MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E, H.
Wittenoom) replied :—

(2.) £8,383 6s. 9d.

(b.) Only a portion of the new Buildiog,
when completed, will be occupied by the staff,
but ultimately the whole will he given up to
staff and the adminiatrotion generally.

{¢.) Immediately after the completion, the
wards will be:—Five one bed warde, two
two bed ward, one fGve bed ward, but
ultimately there will be no warde in this
building. It is the present intention that the
whole of the new building ehall be for the
staff so that the present ataff accommodation
in the old building mny be utilised for warls,
but the whole arrangement lies with the
Hospital authorities.

RAILWAY CONSTRUCTION IN WIL-
LIAMS DISTRICE.

T Hon. C. A, PIESSE : I beg to nsk the
Minister for Mines, whether the Government
are considering the cluims of the Williams
settlers to have n Railway Line constructed to
that distriet from some point on the South-
Western Railway.

Tne MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E. H.
Wittenoom) replied : The Government are
not able, at present, to make any prowmige in
regard to this important matter.

JUSTICES APPOINTMENT RILL,

TIIKD READING.
'I'his Bill was read a third tiine and passed.

LICENSED SURVEYQRS BILL,
1¥ COMMLITTEE.

Clauge 15, “ Surveyor may enter upon lunds
te survey,” to which the Hon. the Minister for
Mines had moved to insert after sub-clause
1, the following : * Provided that dne notice
ghall hbe given to the owner or occupier of
such lands of the intention to enter thereon,”

Tue How. F. M. STONE: [ beg to move in
suh-clause (1) line 4, after the word “make,”
to insert the following :—" Provided that due
notice shull be first given to the owner (if
resident in the Colony), ocoupier, or agent (if
any), of any owner residing outside the
Colany.”

Tegr MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E. H,
Witienoom) : Since proposing the amendment
I did at our laat sitting, T have lvoked must
carefully into the watter and [ find that it

will oporate prejudically, and have too far |
On the face of it the |

reaching an effect,
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amendment seemed a reasomable one, but after
having an interview with those who were
concerned in waking this Bill, I think it is
better to withdraw the amendment., This Bill
was discussed at & conference of surveyors in
the other Colonies, and I am informed that, if
my amendment is passed, it will operate
asgainst surveyors in this way: In many
instances an employer or owner requestsa
surveyor to survey a portion of his land, and
in order to carry out the work, the surveyor
may have to go into two, or three gronts en
that he may pick up the pegs to enable him
to get s starting point. When he begin the
work he may consider it only necessary to go
through one grant, and he may give the owaer
of thet grant notice; but, after proceeding, he
may find it necessary to cross a nuwmber of
other blocks, the owners of which he had not
given notice to. In some cases he might have
to go several miles to a I'rig atation for his de.
parture, and he might not know exactly what
lands he wouldihave to oross, Afterwards, when
he found cut, he would, if this amendment is
passed, have to stop work in order to give the
notices, It is obvious that this would entail
considerable delay and trouble. Moreover, the
clause as it gtands has been the law for some
time past, and I do not think that it operated
badiy. Even if we now pass the clanse without
the amendment and do find that it operates
badly, we can easily amend it next session. I
beyg to withdraw the nmendment, and ask hon
mémbers to pass the clanse as it is printed.

Awmendment, by leave, withdrawn,

The Committee then divided on the amend-
ment proposed by the Hon. Mr. Stone, with
the following result :—

Aycs .. 8

Noes e 9

Majority agninat
AYES,
Hon. C. A. Pissse
Hou. C. E. Dempster
Hon. R. G. Burges
Hon. E. Robinson
Hon. J. E. Richardscn
Hon. E. McLarty
Hon. W. Alexander
Hou. F. Al Stone
(Teller.)

. e 1
Noxs.
Hon. F, T. Crowder
Hoen, J. C. Foulkes
Hon. 8, J. Haynes
Hon. H, J. Saunders
Hon. A. B. Kidson
Hon. E. W, Davies
Hou. H. McKernaa
Hon, D. K. Congdon
Hen. E. H. Wittencom
(Teller.)

Amendment aegatived.

Tae Hon, F. M, STONE: I now beg to pro-
pose in sub-clause (2) that all the words after
“commit " be struck out, and the following
inserted in lieu thereof : “ but the employer of
such surveyor shall be liable at the suit of the
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surveyor to reimbursge him, if the aet occamon-
ingsuchduamage was sanctioned by the employ-
er.” As the cluuse stunds the employer wonld
be completely in the hands of a surveyor. For

instance, in going through a fence a surveyor
L)

might leave open a gate through which cattle
might enter and, perhups, destroy a garden or
orchard, and the employer of the surveyor
would belinble for it. By the amendwment I
propose if a surveyor, during his work, is likely
because any dumuye, he shall get an wathority
before the emplayer is called upon to take the
risk.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hen. E H.
Wittenoom) : 1 have not the slightest objec-
tion to the amendment.

Amendment put aud passed.

Clause, a8 amended, agreed to.

‘I'he remaining clauses were ugreed to, the
Bill reported, and the report adopted.

MARRIED WOMEN'S PROPERTY ACT
AMENDMENT RILL.

IN COMMITTEE.

Clause 4.

Tne Hown, ¥. M, STONE: Since the last
gitting of the House 1 have looked into Lhe
matter on which [ asked that progress wight
berspotted,and, haviag considered thesubjeet,
I do not intend to wove further.

Clause agreed to.

The remaining clauses were ugreed to, the
Bill reported, nnd the report adopted,

LOAN ACT, 1891, RE-APPROPRIATION BILL.
SECOND READING.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E. H.
‘Wittenoom) : Ic will probably be within the
recolliection of hon. members that in the Loan
Act of 1891 a sum of £23,000 was appropristed
for Harvor Works at Geraldton, including a
new jetty. Steps w.re taken to carry out the
work at a cost of sumathing hike £13,000, and
it was arianged by the Goverament that the
batance of the money should be spent in put-
ting the beach in order,in erccting goods sheds,
and in makiog roads und other necessary ap-
proaches. At the time this work was aliout
to be done the Mullews railway was being
undertaken, and it was found that the work
could be carried out more easily by the con-
tractors for the railway than us a separate
work. 'I'ne consequence was that the Govern-
ment decided to carty oub the work through
the contractors, the Public Worka Department
Inboring woder the impression that they always
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had the balance of the money under the Loan
Actof 1891 at their disposal with which to pay
for it. When application was made for pay-
ment, however, the Auditor-Genoral raised an
objection to the request, because he said the
money had been voted simply for Harbor
Works at Gerwldton, including a new jetry.
I might point out that Geraldton will be no
loser by baving the money reappropriated as
provided in the Bill, because hon.membors
will remember that last year a sum of £14,000
way placed on the schedule of the Loan
Bill, for the cxtensivn of the jetty,
8o that £11,000 has bean expended out of the
Loan of 1891, and £14,000 has been availahle
out of the Lonn of lust year. This Bill is,
therefore, simply a matter of form in order to
get the necessary wathority to use the money
for apurpose it was renlly intended for, al-
though not actually atated. With thesc re-
marks [ wove that the Bill be now read a
second time.
Question put and passed.

IN COMMITTEE.

The Bill wae then considered in committes,
agrecd to without amendment, reported, and
the report adopted.

CUSTOMS' DUTIES REPEAL BILL.
SECOND READING.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E. H.
Wittenoom) : It will be ia the recollection of
iron. members that in the Governor’s Speech at
the opening of Parliament, reference was made
to certain dutics which the Government pro-
posed to take off some unrticles in the schedule
of tha Tariff Act. [ now bring forward this
Bill, which details these articles. The object
the Government have in view i3 to, in some
way, reduce the price of living in the colony.
Complaints have been made from time to
time, particularly in the colnmns of the news-
papers, that the cost of living in Waestern
Australia is very high, and the Government
has determined, at as early a stage ns it counld,
to take steps to remedy, as far as posaible,
some of the canses of complaint, It will be
noticed the reductions to be made are chiefly in
connection with urticles of food ; besides which
o principle has been kept 1n view, nnmely, that
of only removing the duties on such articles
ag cannot be purchased in the colony. It is
not intended tuv interfere in any way with
those who ure engaged in production in the
colony, the idea being to tate off the duty on
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those articles which we cannot produce, or do
not manufacture. If we were to reduce the
duties, it might make the Tariff more em-
barra sing than it is, and hence wegimply take
the duties off altogether. The aim of the
Government has been to place such articles on
the schedule of this Bill ns will Lenefit all
classes of the comwunity. The general public
are considered to a large extent from the fact
that the duty is removed from many articles
of food such as tea, sugar, rice, blankets, &a.
The farmer and sguatter will be benefited
through the duty being taken off. bags and
sncks, cream separators, and sulphur, and the

explosives, galvanised ironm, oil, blankets, and
rugs, together with many articles of foed sup-
ply. It has been said that the taking off of
these duties will amount in 8o snall a sum
individually that the remissions will not be
felt; but I think, taking the instance of tea,
the 4d. per Ib, will be felt considerably. No
dealer, who is honest to his customers, will
have the temerity to still charge thiz duty
after it is taken off, and teais an article of
general consumption thromghout the colony.
It may be said—it has been snid—that
this schedule is not Ilarge enough,
but I think most hon. members will
agree that {if we wero to extend it too
widely we should be neting injudiciously, when
wo remember the great numler of improve.
ments we are being called upon to make
- throughout this growing colony. In these
circumstances, I say, the Government have
acted wisely in not extending these remissions
to too great an extent, although it is hoped
t-at if this colony continues to progress, as it
hag done in the past twelve months, we ghall
be able, next year, if we are spured, to propose
further reductions. The particnlars of the
amount of duty involved by this schedwle will
be found in the report of the Collector of
Customs. For the present year it umounts to
ahout £40,000, and if we add to that 20 per
cent., a8 Leing the estimated increase for the
year, the loss to the revenne will amonnt, for
the currenf, year to nearly £50,000. This is
ag far as the Government feel justified in
going, and 1 hope hon. members will not at-
tempt to increase the schedule, but will ull w
it to pnss as it stands. With these remarks I
beg to wove the Bill be now read a second
time,

Tng Hox. F. T, CROWDER : T take it that
the Bill now before the House is such that it

[7 AveusT, 1893.]
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can he dealt -with in one of three wanys—we
must puss it ib its entirety, or offor sugges.
tions to the Assembly to strike out or
add difevcnt items, or throw it out alto-
gether. It is a most importunt Bill. as
it affects the whole community. T have
therefore, gone carefully into it, and have
approached its consideration with the serions-
nees ita importence demands, Lut I have not
been able to see where the benefit will be de-
rived by members of the community in propor-
tion to the revenue that will be lost to the
Government. My objection is to the principle

" of the Bill, and therefore I do not intend to
miner will benefit by huving on the free list

waste the time of hon. members by moving
suggestions to the Assembly, There is no
alternative, therefore, for e but to move that
the Bill be vead u sevond time this day six
months, I feel I have a hurd task to get
members to look st the matter in the sume
light as I do, but I ask hon. members for o
patient hewring, because it ia from n sense of
duty, and not simply for the sake of Leing in
opposition, that I move asI do. [ huvealready
Leen told by cne hon. mewmber that I shall he
logked npon by the inhabitants of the ecvlony
in a way no hon. mewmber cares to be looked
upon ; still £ am willing to rigk thias, because [
feel that the courso I am taking is the right
ope. I have gone carefully into figures, and
if others will do the same, I am sure that they
cannot but agree with the conclusions I have
come to, namwely, that the Bill will really do
very little good for the individual members of
the community, in fact it will be said that it is
siraply a delusion. 1 take it from the remnarks
made use of by the Premier. and other mem-
bers of the Government, that this Bill has been
brought forward to take the taxes off the
wage earners of the colony. If I can prove
that 1t will not do so, or will do &0
only in n small way, and orx the other
hand if T can show thut by vetaining this
moaney and applying it to other purposes, it
will benefit the community five times as much,
I ought to receive the support of hon. wmem-
bers in the mmmendment [ move. In the
figures T um about to quote I have taken the
duty shown for the year ending the 31st Dec-
ember, 1894. I do not intend to put on an
extra percentage for the cuvrent 12 months
because, although the revenue in that timne
muy increase, the population will uleoincrense,
and therefore the figures, as [ have them, will
be suficiently accurate for the purposes I huve

in view. The dchedule of the Bill I have
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divided info two classes—one which affects
the working classes and the wage earners,
and the other which does not. Under the
first T place arrowroot, sago, tapioca, corm.
flour, and other farinaceous foods, £779 11s.8d.;
cocon. and chocolate slabs and nibs, £663;
cofiee, raw, £189 9s. 6d.; molasses and golden
gyrup, £201 13s. ; 0il mineral, £4,724 18s. 114.;
rice, paddy ground, and meal £1501 11e. 9d.;
sugar, £13,305 16a. 10d. ; tea, £12,366 18s, 10d. ;
total, £33,823 0s. 6d. Trom this totul I take
mineral oil used for engines, £1,000; and
sugar used in breweries, wrated water factories,
atc., £3000, or a total of £4,000, leavinga bal-
ance of £29,823 0s. 6d. Taking the population
at 80,000, this shows a saving per head of
78. 5d., which wiill be the individual gain to
tae working classes. Under the second head
I place atlases, maps, charts and globes, £1 1e. ;
bags, sacks, including corn and fiour sacks,
gunny bags, oxe bags, and bagging in the
piece for wool balea and sacks, £918 7s. 4d.;
blankets and rugs, £735 18s3.; copper, wire,
rod, sheet, and ingot, £66 35.; cream separa-
tors, £20; explosivesof all kinde not including
powder, gun and sporting smmumtion and fire-
works, £100; galvanised iron, corrugated and
plain, £2,235 153, 6d.; iron wire netting, iron
and steel fencing wire, and also standards,
droppers,and staples for fencing only, £7947s,;
lead, (shest, tea, scrap and pig), £83 18s. 7d.;
parrafin wax, £10 11s,, photographs, picture
cnrds for achool use, £25: sheep dip, £3 10s. ;
sulphur, £17 3s.; tinned plates and tinned
gheet iron, £39 17s.; wool bales, £581 14s,;
zine, sheet perforated, and plain and ingot, £7
19a. ; total, £3,660 4s. 5d., and with the amount
deducted from the first stutement (£4,000), it
leaves a balance of £0,660 43, 5d., or roughly
gpeaking £10,000. Hon. members will sge by
these figures that the amount tbat will be
suved to the wage earmers is roughly about
£30,000. That is the outside sum, and I am
confident that the real amount will be nothing
likeit. If we take molasses, which represents
a duty of £201 at 23, per ¢wt., which means a
farthing per Ib., the amount is so small that
the retail buyer will get no benefit whatever
from it. The whole of that duty will thus go
into the pockets of the merchants or the shop-
keepers; and many other items on this
schedule are in the same position. Therefore,
in gtating that the amount saved by the wage
earnera will be £30,000, I have rather over,
than under estimated. Then taking the popu-
lation at 80,000, and dividing it by the £80,000
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saved, we find, as I have said, that it amounts
to 7s, 5d. per head. With regard to the
£9,000 under the second head of my caleuln-
tion, that sum, if divided into the pepulation,
will come to only 2s. 3d. per head. Now, if
the Government were to retain this £40,000
and apply it to the opening up of stock routes
and the building of jutties in the Northern
parte of the Colony, whers, I am told, fat sheop
and cattle are as plentiful as they are in the
other Colonies, we should have at once a direct
benefit to the whole community. Taking meat

' at ita present prices, 7d. or 8d. per ]b.—or even

take it at 6d.— I am sure we should find it
reduced to 4d. if the suggestion I have just
made were carried out. I say 4d. as the limit,
because in the other Colonies it is seiling ot
2d. per Ib. Again, taking the population at
80,000, and allowing 1 Ib. of meat per head
of the popuiation per day, the advantage
of the reduction from 6d. per lb. to 4 per lb.
would mean a saving of 658. per hend, or o
total of £260,000. Some hon. members may
say that these figures are too high, but even
if we cut them down by one-half, it means a
saving of 32z, 6d. per head on a population of
80,000, or a total of 132,000 as againet a ques.
tionablo gain of 7s. 5d. per head if this Bill ia
passed. Thie amount of 7s. 5d. per head is so
small that it would be of far more benefit to
the working classes even if it werse retained
and spent on public works. I feel that the
Government having entered into a hunge ex-
penditure, and having borrowed largely to -
carry out different works throughout the
Colony, should be assared thut they will have
sufficient funds to cover this extra cxpenditure,
especially when thoze who have lent us the
money have looked, to some extemt, to our
sound financial position when subscribing to
our loans. Under these circumstances we
ghonld hesitate before giving away £50,000 in
the manner proposed—a sum, for anght the
Government know at present, they may want
sooner or later. I may be wropg, but I feel
that I have the country with me in moving
this amendment. Those who carefully look
into the matter and consider it in the light of
this paltry 7s. 5d. per head, will, at least, give
me credit for doing what I consider right.
Although the burden of taxation through
the Custom-house is indeed heavy, the
merchants and trading portion of the com-
munity are quite willing to bear it until
such time as the Government are in s posi-
tion to reduce the Tariff in a proper and
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systematic manner. I do not believe at any
time ia tinkering with the Tariff. It does all
sorts of mischief, and upsets all calenlations.
Although there is n certain amount of policy
in connection with this Bill, it is not what the
business portion of the community want.
There are no proper lines laid dowa as to how
the Customa duties affect the community.
Take bigenits, the duty is 2d. or 3d. per lb. on
the manufactured article. On the unmanu-
factured article, or rather on the different
items which go to make it, the duty comes
to o 1}d. more than the manufactured urticle
itself. I may say, so far as I am concerned,
that I am a Freetrader, but I am notso foolish,
or 50 mad, as to think that a system of Free-
trade would do any good in this colony ab
the present time. To open our ports free to
the world would wmean nothing short of our
being wiped out in one act. What we have
to do i3 to foster our industries; as the other
colonies, have done by taxatiom, and the
expenditure of millions of money. When

we have dome that, we may then go in for
" Freetrade. I would point ont if this Bill is
allowed to pass, it is only the thin end of
the wedge, and next session we shall be
asked to take the duty off flour, chaff, and
other nrticles of agricultural produce,

‘THE MivisTeR For Mixes (Hon, E. H.
Wittenoom) : Who says so?

Tur Hon. F. T. CROWDER : It will come;
this is only the thin end of the wedge. The
only direct gain to the workers will
be the remission of 4d. per lb. om
tea und a 4d. per Ib. on sugar, and this,
I have said, is so paltry an amounl that it will
matter very little. I claim from the figures T
have quoted that this Bill ought not te pass,
and I hope hom. members will vote with
me.

Tre Hox. C. E. DEMPSTER: I rise to
second the amendment, for I quite agree with
all the Hon., Mr, Crowder says. I think such
a Bill aa this, at the present stage of the
colony, is altogether undesirable. Aathehon.
member has shown, the benefit will be very
small to the individual, and the loss to the
revenue considerable, and I think, if the
amount involved were expended on necessary
public works, every individual would derive
more benefit than he will by the saving
under this Bill. I, as an individual, will
benefit & great deal more than nine-tenths of
the people, because I have many establish-
ments to keep up, and a large number of con-
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samers ; hut, taking the people generally, I do
not think it is to their interest to have this
matter brought forward at the present time.
IE we look at the matter of expenditure, meat
is the heaviest item in most householda, but
we know that sofficient meat can be pro-
duced in the colony to supply the whole of
the people, if means are provided for bringing
the stock to market.

Tur Hon. R. G. BurGEs : And rain,

Tee How. C. E. DEMPSTER: [ think,
on the average, we have sufficient rain.
In the Kimberley district we have
immense quantities of stock ready to be
shipped if we had but the means of shipping
them or of bringing them to market. I think,
therefore, instead of passing this Bill, we
should expend the money on opening up stock
routes, and in giving facilities for bringing the
cattle to market, which would be of greater
benefit to the people geuerally than the
reductions proposed in the Bill. I cordsider
the Hon. Mr. Crowder is entitled to the hest
thauks of the House for bringing the matter
forward in the way he hasdone. I know that
& great many throughout the country concur
in the opinion that the Government have taken
an unnecessary step in bringing forward this
Bill. It would have been far hetter for them
if they had endeavored to make hay while the
sun shines, and have spent the money which
they now propose to give up on public works
thronghout the colony. There is scarcely a
district that is not asking for something. In
some ports they are asking for improved
sanitary arrangements, and for water ,con-
servation, and the Government ought not, with
these matters staring them in the face, to
throw sway £50,000, when beuefits to the
individeal wiil be so small. I therefore sup-
port the amendment of the hon. member,
although I know that this course, in the eyes
of a great many, will be very unpopulsr.
Notwithstanding this, however, T think we
should vote for thosa measures which we con-
sider are most adventageous to the colony
generally.

Tue How. A. B. KIDSON: I cannot sup-
port the amendment of the Hon. Mr. Crowder,
and for this reason : I do not think the hon.
gentleman has shown to the House in a
sufficiently plain manner how the price of
meat is to te reduced, as he says, to 4d. per
1b,, or even to 5d. per Jb. On the other hand,
my opinion is that the Government ara to be
commended for having brought in a Bill of
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this character. We all know that the bue.
deus on the people in the shape of Customs’
duties nre considerable, and any of them the
Government can see theiv way to reduce they
should, and they should he commended by
this House for their nction. The Hom. Mr.
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Mr, Crowder has put before us, hot T thiok
we cnn sapport thia Bill without going into
them. ‘I'he hon. member states that the re-

. ductions will only nmount tv 78, 5d. per head of

Crowder made use of the argument that this -

Bill will only reduce the taxation to the cx-
tent of 7s. 3d. per head. Supposing that is
g0, it ia still u redngtion. Then the hon.
gentleman saya that it the amount were saved
and applicd to the building of jetties and the
opening up of stock routes, it would have a
wonderful effect on the price of meat; but I

" greatoer than the amouut atated.

the population ; but in this he has inuuded
men, women, and childven, and therefore the
reductions per fomily will he considerably
I must say,
however, that for my own part I would have
preferred that the Government had not
brought in the Bill, but slill, na it has been

" brought in, I do not see my way to oppose

it

do not sce why the Government should notf .

build the jetties relerred to and open the
stock routes, ns well ns give the country the
benefits of this B3ill. There is one thing I am
not in accord with.
that it will not do to extend the schedule, but
I think they might have gone a little further
and have included in the schedale ' live atock
for slaughter.” T do think with the Hon. Mr.
Crowder that it would be a bad thing, at the
present time, for us to go in for Free-
trade. 1 submit, however, that there
are circumstances in connection with the
price of meat in this colony which are
cxceptional. The price of meat is now almost
prohibitive to sonie persons, nad I think if the
Government had included in this schednle
“cattle for slaughter,” they would have
received the thanks of the comwmunity, especi-
ally as regurds the poorer classes, I do not
think I need say more, except to repeat thut I
cannot snpport the amendinent.

THE How. lS. McLARTY: I must say that
the principle which the Hon, Mr. Crowder hasg
advocated is one which I entirely agree with,
During the debate on the Address-in-Reply I
stated that I was notin accord with the
Government in their proposal to remit any
portion of the revenme at the present
time. Notwithatanding that the Customs’
duties are high, per head, J have heard
it said repeatedly that, so long a8 the
Governiment were prepared to open up the
country and carry on large systemsa of public
works, the taxation shounld be borne. This
Bill has, however, been passed in ancther
pluce, and I do not, therefore, feel disposed to
oppose it ; although, ns I have said, I think it
would have been better had the Government
not moved in the matter.

Tug How. R. G. BURGES : I have not had
time to go into the calcalations which the hon.

I'ne Government state .

At the same time, as [ have eaid,
[ think it would have been better had the
Government retnined the money and spent it
in opening up railway and stock rvoutes
throughout the country.  Still, the hon.
gentlemen who hne moved this amendment
maost know thatb the Government can do these
works and give us the bencfits of this Bill as
well. This Government has done more ina
few years than any other Governmesnt in
Australiaz. We have more railways and tele-
graphs according to the population than any
other colony, und it is well known that with
all this we huve still a larga surplus revenue—
encugh to build railways to nearly all the
goldfields which are ot present known, There-
fore, it must be to the interests of the country,
and especially to the people who live in towns,
to have a Bill of this kind brought in. 'The
hon. member stated that the reductions only
weant 7s. 5d. per head, but I think I could
show more than that if [ went info the
figures.

Tue Hon. F. T. Crowper: Why did you
not take the trouble to go into them instead
of making a statement like that?

Tae Hon. R. 4. BURGES : 'There are many
men in the country who have wives and
perbaps five or six children. Some men have
10 or 12, and even 15 or 16, and it is these men
we must consider. I amn sarprised al my hon.
friend objecting to thie Bill, when he knows
that it will greatly benefit the people of the
towns, especially those who have to pay high
honse rents, high prices for meas, and a duty of
30a. per ton on flour. Now, with regard to the
79. 5d. per head the hon, mewnber haa referred
to. In my opinion the reduction of the sugar
duty will save each family 18s. or 16s.
a year, and I believe another 1fis. or 17s.
will be saved throngh the reductions
on arrowroot, corn-flour, and such like
articles. KEvery hon. member must know that
such things s thesc are absvlute pecessities



Customs Dulies Hill.

in every family. I know that men on the
farms nt the present time go withont tex and
sugar in order that they way be able to puy
their rents to the Government, Although the
hon. member represents an agricultaral dis-
triet, T think I know as mwuch about the
requirements of the farmers as he does, I
have mixed with them, I live among them,
and do business with them; and I say that
this Bill will bs of immense benefit to them,
aspecially thnse who have 14 or 15 children.
I do not think, therefore, any hon. member
should deny to them such small reductions as
are given hy thisBill. Ido notthink the Govern-
ment are likely to want this money for
building railways and jetties, because, ns we
Imow, we have a large surplus revenue and
other furnds from which to provide them. I
hope next year to gee some further reductions.
At present [ am glad the country is so pros-
perons that we are able to afford what is given
us under this Bill, and sti!l keep on our Pablic
worke policy.

Tre Hox, H. J, SAUNDERS: I think this
Bill is o step in the right direckion, hecuuse
it will enable prople to live at o cheaper rate
than they have hitherto been able to do. The
only two objections I have to the Bill are in
reference to the items ' paraffin wax and
sulphur”” On looking at the Year Book for
1894 I notice thatb these articles are already
admitted duty free, and therefore I do not see
why they should be upon this schedule.

Tre How. 8. J. HAYNES: I shall support
this Bill. The Hon. Mr. Crowder objects to it
beecause he thinks the money could he better
spent in cheapening the transit of meat to
market. If my recollection is right, 1
belicve the Governwent has already promised
that provision shall be made in this direction.
This Bill, [ think, ia a atep in the right divec-
tion, for everyone in the community must feel
that the present Customs duties press heavily.
At the same time the Government, I think,
are acting cantiously and with regard to
safety, and therefore I shall support the Bill
as it stands.

Tue Hon. D. K. CONGDON: It is my
intention to support the second reading of this
Bill, for I am in accord with the pringiple of
it. I think the Government are doing right
in endeavoring to cheapen the cost of living,
and I feel sure that the poorer classes will
realise this. These reductions will help many
poor fumilies, both in the towas and in the
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country districts, and T shall, therefore, have
mauach plensure in supporting the Bill.

Tae Hor. J. C. FOULRKES: T think the
House is indebted to the Hon. Mr, Crowder
and to the Hon. Mr. Hurges for the interesting
speeches they have wade. The Hon. Mr.
Burges haa said that these reductiona will not,
do harm, but will do good. [ agree with him
in this, and shall, therefore, support the
second reading. T canaot help thinking, how-
ever, that there are a grent number of othar
items which, if placed on the schedule, would
be of great Dbenefit to the country. For
instance, there sre such things as winnowing
and reaping machines, which eannot be munu-
factured here. 'hey nre protected by patent
rights, and, therefore, even if we hud the fac-
tories, we could not muke thew. I ain glad
to see that wire netting and waterinly for
fencing have been placed on the schedule T
cannot see why they were ever charged dﬁty,
becanse it does seewz to we nnomnlous that we
should endeaver to get people to open up the
country, and, nt the same time, tax them for
the privilege of doing so. There is one item
in the schedule I hope will not pass without
gome amindment. It is the item "sugar.”
This article is chiefly used by brewers, and I
shall propose, when in committes, to exempt
sugar used in Lreweries from the operation of
the Bill.

Tug Hox, B, G. Buraes: There is to be an
exciee duty.

Tur Hown. J. C. FOULKES: I believe a
motion wua aifirmwed in another pluce that this
should be so.

Tue Hown, K, T. CrowDER: Now you want
to tax the working man’s beer.

I'ne How. J. C. FOULKES: Tn the deb te
which took place in another place on the sub-
jeet, it was shown that the reduction on sugar
wonld be no gain to the working maun, but
that the duties would all go into the pockets
of the brewerse. I should like to know
whether the Government intend to propose
the excize duty this Session. Ope hon.
member advocated the repeal of the tax on
live stock. I ntn glad to see that no one up to the
present hag supported him. There are acer-
tain numbers of persons who live in retiremient
in the towns, and have no intevest whatever in
the country, and whe raise the ery for chenp
meat. I do not think that even if we do re-
pea! this tax, we shall get our meat one penny
cheaper, There ure various causes why wmeat
is so dear, the principal one being that we
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have noweans of bringing our cattle from the
North. Perhaps when the market in Perth is
built it may do something to reduce the price
of meat, For the present I shall support the
second reading, and when in committee I shall
mova an amendment to add after the word
“pugar” the woxds “*for jam mnaking and
domestic purposes only.”

Tue How. C. &, PIESSE : T had not intended
to speak on this subject, but I think after the
Hon. Mr. Crowder’s motion I should say a few
words. The country, I think, has to thank
the Government for introducing this Bill, be-
cause wo know that it is a very dangerous
thiog to open up the tariff question. No hoo.
member who has the interesis of the couatry
at heart should ubject to the remission of the
duties as proposed in this Bill. Reterence has
been made to repealing the duty on live stock,
but if that were done it would interfere with
the principle of the Bill. The object of the
Qovernment is to reduce the dubty on articles
which ¢annet be produced in the colony, and
I hope the hon. member will mot interfere
with that priociple. After all, the duty on
meai ig trifling to the individual consumer ;
but,on the other hand, it means a gond
deal to the producer. I notice that the
Hon. Mr. Crowder divided the schedule
with the object of showing that the gain to
the working classes will not ba 80 great as has
been atated.. I cannot sce the objoct of that,
beeause I think we must take the whole com-
munity, and then we shall find that the Bill
will be a clear gain.

Tag How. F. T. CROWDER: Take the
whele lot; it only amounts to 93, 2d. per
head.

Tur Hon. C. A. PIESSE: Whatever it is, it
will be a gain to consumers generally through-
out the colony.

Ter Hown. F. T. CROWDEER :
keepers.

Tae Bow. C. A, PIESSE: There is no need
to waste time in discussing the matter, be-

To the gtore-

cause I feel confident the Bill will go through

I only wish to point out that if this House
adds to the schedule “ cattle for slaughter,” it
will interfere with the principle of the Rill,
and will result in the whole thing being
thrown out. When the Hon. Mr. Crowder
wmade the remarks he did, I am positive he
waa not echoing the feelings of his con-
stituents.
Ture Hox.
trouble.

F. T. CrowpEr: That iz my
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Tre How. C. A. PIESSE: Iam astcnished
at the hon. member, who poses as a Liberal,
objecting to a Bill of thie kind. 'The duty on
flonr umounts to about one-sixth of a peany
per 1b.,, and in some quarters it is urged that
this duty should be tuken off. If this were
assented to it wounld mnean no benefit to the
consumer, and the whole of the duty would go
into the pockeb of the merchant or the baker,
As I have snid, however, there is no need to
discuss these matters, becanse I feel sure the
Bill will be passed.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E. H.
Wittenoom): I might be zllowed to say one
ortwo words in answer to what has fallen
from hon. members. I mustsay I was as-
tonished at the Hon. Mr. Crowder, who peses
as a Liberal, objecting to this Bill. One of his
remarks was that the reduction on sugar
would not benefit anyone but the bhrewer

Tae Hon. F. T. Crowper: I only took
£4,000 off £13,000.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E.
Wittencom) : The hon. member always ob-
jecta to heing interrnpted himself, and there-
fore perhaps he will not interrupt. [ do not .
mind, myself, but we ma.y as well do things
in order.

Tae Hon. F. T. Ceowper:
perly then.

Tue MINTSTER FOR MINES (Hon. E. H.
Wittenoom): I might point ont that the
reduction of this duty on sugar will do a lot
of good to the jam factories and other indus-
tries throughout the colony, and even if it
does benefit the brewers o little, why should
we pot try to help them as well as other in-
dustries in our midst? I do not see why there
shouald be a lot of jealousy hecause one man
may gain & little more than another under the
Bill. Then the Hon. Mr. Crowder says that
the Government have no right to bring in this
Bill because the amount involved is so paltry.
I havealways heard that half a loaf is better
than no bread, and it seems to me, therefore,
that these reductions are better than nothing.
I have already pointed out that the Govern.
ment are anxiouns not to go too far ; but, feeling
that we have a large revenue, we decided to
reduce the coat of living to the people as far
as we could. No distinctions have been made,
and every consumer in the colony will reap
some advantage under this Bill. It is also
stated by the Hon. Mr. Crowder that inatead
of taking off this paltry amount of £40,000, it
would have been better had we saved the

Quots me pro-
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money and spent it in opening stock rontes
and in building jetties. I might inform the
bon. member that the stock routes are already
being opened up, and the worl is in the hands
of a competent wan; and, ag regards jotties,
the Goverument have made nmple provision,
and we are endeavoring to carry ont what was
stafed in the Governor's speech. In that
Speech we said “ the low prices obtainable for
our etnple produets, eapecinlly wool and
cereals, give canse for serious considecation
and anxiety.” My Ministers propose to meet
these ndversc cirenmatances by redacing the
transit rntes on our railways for agricaltural
and pastornl produce to the lowest possible
paying point, by giving cold storage accom-
mudation on ounr radlways, by the estublish-
m2aet of a Market and Cold Storage in Perth,
which is now in course of ervection, and by
providing good jetty and wharfage nccom-
modation and other ineveased (facilities
for shipping at ali the pnrts of the colony.
We are making provision for this, and next
session, if we find we ave able to make further
reductions, we shull do so. The Hon. Mr.
Crowder particular!y ohjected to the reduction
ou sugnr, beenuse the amount, he said, wns 8o
infinitesitnal, I think he nlso advocated that
there should be a reduction in regurd to the
stock tax.

Tur How. F. 1. CrowpEeR : What next will
you put down to me?

Tue MINISLU'ER ¥OR MINES (Hon. K. H.
Wittenoom) : Perhups the hon, member will
not interrnpt. The duty on sugar is £+ per
ton, und if it i3 infinitesimul, the duty on stock
must be more 80, inasmuch as it will take the
duty on three bullocks to equal the duty on
one ton of sugar. 'I'nen I ¢an assuve the Hon.
Mr. Dempster that provision is being made
for the improvements he suggested throughout
the colony, and he need not therefore trouble
to vobte against this Bill, so thnt the improve-
menta he referred to wmay be envried ont. The
hon. membaer instanced sanitary Improvements
and water aupplies, but if wo wera to under-
take works of this character I think hop.
members would have the right o complain.
It is the duty of municipalities to deal with
sunitary matters and water supplies, although
the Governwent, as soon as they can, will he
prepared to help them. At the same time, it
iz mot one of the functions of the Government
to carry out sanitary works and water supplies
in any particnlar town. The Hon. Mr. Kidson
snid it would be a good thing to add to the

[7 Avausr, 1495.]

Customs Duties Rill, 497
schadule the item * beagts for alanghter.”
That would he going altngether away from
the poticy of the Bill. We only intend to take
off the duties on things which cannot be pro-
duced in the cotony, and T do not think any
hon. member will contend that we cannot pro-
duce meat. ‘U'he Hon. Mr. Saunders mentioned
“ parrafin, wax, and sulpbur.”

ThHe How. H. J. SBauxpers : 1 got hold of a
mare’s nest.

‘tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E. H.
Wittenoom) : These articles pay 5 per cent.
uader the Tariff Act. Then the Hon. Me.
Foulkes mentioned agricaltural implements
and sugar. [do not know whether he knows
the difterence betwoen n harrow and a plough,
and as regards sugar, his arguments seem to
me a little amusing. On the whole, [ think
hon. mewmbers will agree Lthat thia Bill is a step
in the right direction, nnd I hope this House
will assent to it in the form that it was sent
to us in.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

¥ COMMITTEE.

Clanzes 1 to 4 agreed to.

The CrAIRMAN then left the chair for am
hour.

On resnming,

Schedule.

Tye Hown. J. C. FOULKES: I maove that it
be a suggestion to the Legis'ative Assembly
to add, ufier the word **sugar,” the words
“for jam making, confectionery, and domestic
purposes only.” My ohject in moving this
amendment iz that & considerable smount of
augar 1s used by the bhrewers of the colony
and I see no reason why they should dewive
90 large a benefit under this Bill as they will
do if this amendment is not agreed to. It
will be remembered that a short time ago a
public m-gting was held at the Town Hali,
and a proposition was made protesting againat
an excise duty being pluced on beer. An
wmendment was wade to it and carried, and
judging from tbat,it may be taken that the
people desire that there should be a duty
placed on beer. We bave no promise that the
Government will impose such a duty, and
therefore 1 move this amendmeat.

Tue Hox. ¥F. M. STONE: I desire to point
out the absurdity of this amendment. If we
pass it, it weans that a merchant can impord
as much sugar as he likes, and afterwards sell
it to a brewer. When o merchant sells, how
is he to know what the sugar ia to be umsed
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for? If we pass this amendment another Bill
will have to be bronght in, compelling 1.rewers
to supply returns of the sugnr used. The
principle of this Billis to allow urticles to
come in free which cannot be produced in the
colony. Brewers empluy a number of men,
and spend n good deal of money, and sarely it
ia only fnir that they should reap soine of the
benefit of o Bill of thia kind, for, alterall, the
amounut of sugar used at breweries ig not very
large.

Txe Hox. J. C. FOULKE i: There iz a pre-
cedent for it. Under the Just Tariff Act the

* dnty on spirits of wine is 16s. per gullon, bunt
if the spirits are required for medical purposes
the duty iz only 4s. per gallon. There hus
been no difficulty in the enllection of these
amounts, and I do not see why thera shounld
be any difficulty in this instance.

Tae Hon. F. I CROWDER: 1 vannot sup-
port this nmendment, but if the hon. memher
moved to strike out sugar altogether [ would
support him. If sugar is allowed to come in
free, there is no douht a Bill will be brought
in to tax beer, und, therefore, I do not think
the hrewers should be called upon to pay what
will be virtually a double tax. It is all very
well to soy that brewers do not use much
sugar. If they do not, all I can sayis that
there should be 2n inspector to see that they
did use it, instead of rubbish. If sug.r is free,
there is bound to be a beer tax, and that will
be a direct tax on the publican. ‘i'he amount
would be so small that it cannot be charged to
the consumer, and the publican will have to
pay the whole of it. When in Viectoria. I
found that the tax was14s. 6d. per hogshead,
and even this was g0 small when divided up
into glasses that the publicen could not
charge it.

Tue Hon. D. K. CONGDON : The Hoa. Mr.
Foulkes quoted spirits of wine. T bhave done
business in the colony for 25 years as a chems-
ist, and I have cleared considerable quantities
of spirits of wine. Tf the spirit is intended
for use medicinally [ have had to make an
affidavit that such was intended, and [ do not
think it would be a difficult wnatter to deal
with sagar in the same way.

Tre Hon, J. C. FOULK&S: I would muke
the brewers declare it. I shounld like tv ask
the Government whether they are going to

bring in a Bill thia gession to impose an excise
duty on beer.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES (Hoa. E. H.
Wittenoom) : Put if on the notice paper, [
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should like to say that the Government are
nob prepared to support this nmendment. [
shall not take up the time of Ihe House in
replying to the hon. member’s argument, which
[ can only describe as being very weak.

Amendment put nod negatived.

Tur Hox. J. C. FOULRKES : I now beg to
nova that this House suggesis to the Legis-
lative Assembly to add the fullowing words to
the Bchedule : » Agricultwinl  implem:nts.
reaping and binding mnchines only” My
reason tor raoving thisis that itis in uccord
with the principle luid dewn by the Minister
that we shonld take off the dnty on articles
which cannot he produced in the colony.
These machines exnnot be made here, because
there are pateat vights over thm. Farther, if
we tuke off the duty, it will be an assislance to
+hose we are trying to induce to settle on the
lnnd.

Tar How. C, K. DEMP3TER . Tshall sup-
vorb this amendnent, b ecanse we ara finding
inore and more every year thatit ieabsolutely
uecessary, if we are to produce hay and other
like artic les at a profit, we must have the
Latest and most improved muchinery. As time
1soes on we have to throw away the old
inachinery and buy new, und therefore the
nddition of these words must be of assistance
to the farmers.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. K. H.
Wittenoom) : It is with some surprise thoat I
listened to the two hon. members who have
spoken. T hope, however, the Conuittee will
not agree to the amendment because it may
upset to some extent the financial caleu'ations
of the Governmeut. I do not think the dutiss
on these articles will amount to much,buttoadd
these words will interfere with the principle of
the Bill, 1t is said these articlesare not innde
here, but I cannot see why weshould not
make them. Although it is said machines of
this kind are patented, there is no reason, it
we ufford some little encourngement, why we
should not have inventors spring up 1a our
midat who will give to us even belter articles
thaa those now imported,

Amendment put aund negatived.

Schedule agreed to.

Bill reported and report adopted.

The Standing Orders were suspended.

THIRD READING.

The Bill was then read a third time and
passed.
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MUNICIPAL BILL.
SECOND READING.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E.
H. Wittenoom) : Hon. members will remember
that when this Bill was before us last year we
deall with it in & very thorough manner, It
wag then sent to another place with amend-
ments, which, however, were not accepted.
The consequence was that the Bill was oot
made useof, and a great deal of inconvenience
resulted. 'The Fcverw nent have now reintro-
duced the Eil, and when they brounghtit
forward it was exactly in the same state as it
was when it left this House with two excep-
tions. These occur in Clause 99. The Tth
paragraph of sub-section 21 is one of them, and
it gives the Council the power, which they
had not before, of requiring and regulating,
painting of lamp posts, telegraph, telephone,

and electric lightiug poles, and for compelling -

the removal of any such pole which may bhe
bent, dangerons, unsightly, or not in nse. In
sub-clanse 20 power is giver to muanicipalitien
to prohihit or regulate the riding or driving
of camels through any street. In the Bill of
last year the word * prohibit” was ocitted.
‘With these two amendments the Bill was
introduced, as I have said, in the form that we
passed it luat year. [ hope mow it will be
pnssed as it stands, for if it is not, it mav be
argned with some amount of resson that,
having arrived at certain conciusions last year,
we shall be showing that we hurdly know what
we renlly do want if we make alterations now.
Further, itis to the interests of the conptry that
the Bill should become law as soon as possible.
Hon. wembers are aware that certain things
have to be done by wmnuicipalities by the
29th Sept. every year. And, un'rts we paas the
Bill soon, there will not bs sufficient time
for the municipalities to carry out the details.
Last year great incozvenien xe was felt, especi-
rlly on the goldfields, and «easures had to be
adopted to enable the municipalities thera to
carry on their duties. The Legis!ative Assem-
bly have made several alterafions. In Claunse
99 they have given power to municipalities fo
make bye-laws for securing the cleanliness of
dairies and places used in connection there-
with, ‘That, [ think, is a good amendment.
Milk is largely used as a food supply, and it
requires t0 be dealt with with the utmost
¢'eanliness. The next alteration is in the
6th paragraph of soh-section 27. The words
“whether the asne have before the commence-
ment of this. Act been, or may hereafier be
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erected,” have been added. Thia sub.section
applies to the removal of verandahs o balcon-
ies. The next alteration is in Clause 146, and

provides that nothing in the Koads Act shall

restrict the exercise by a municipality, when

acting us o Local Board of Health, of the powers

conferved by the Public Health Ack. Probably

hon. members know that in some instances it

has been necessary io use waste lande outside
the towns to deposit the refuse on. The Boads
Board have objected to this, and the comse-

quence is the municipalities are unable, with-

out this provision, to carry out their duties,

Then it is provided by Clause 155, sub-section

3, that the annuat value of rateable land which

is improved or occupied, shall in no cage be

deemed to be less than £4 per cenfum upon

tha fair capital value of the fee simple thereof.
Under the Bill of last year this smbsection
applied only to the value of rateable land which
is occupied. 'L'he words “ improved or” have
been ndded. Then in the same sub-section the
word " four” has beew substituted for ' three,”
In Clanee 160 the words “ ot all rensonable
hours.” in the old Bill, huve been struck out,
and the words “ between the houra of nine and
five in the duytime"” substituted. This is an
improvement,jbecause it limits the hours when
valuers may enter on promises to valne. Then
Clause 186 provides that Councils may borrow
money for the purchase of steam rollers nnd
appliances for wateving streets, as well as the
other works which were nentioned in the Bill
of last year. All these amendments, I think,
are in the nature of improvements. Clanse
151 empowers municipalities to strike what is
known as a general rate, but this wust not
exceed 1s. 6d. in the £, Then Clause 155 pro-
vides what shall be the anoual value of rate-
able land. Firstly it provides thut the annual
vnlue of rateable land ehall be a fair rent, In
the next place it showa what shall be consid-
ered the capitul valus of rateable land, which
it says shall be taken to be the reasonable
price at which such land might be expected to
sell. If any person owned a grant in Perth it
would be valued at the possible selling price,
and that would be ¢alled the capital value of
the rateable land. Then the annoal value of
rateable land, which is improved or occupied,
18 pot to be deemed to be less than 4 per cent.
upon the fair capital value of the fee simple.
Hon.memberswill see that this is not adefinite
amount, but it sghull not be less than 4 per
cent. In the old Bill, as T have aaid, the word
referred to land which was occapied only. It



500 Municipal Bill.

was thought that, under that, o person who
could not let bis house, say for six months,
might be ealled upon to pay the higher rate
for unoccupied land, but now that the word
“improved” has been inserted as well as
“opecupied,” this hardship cannot ariee, Then
the annual value of rateable land which is un-
improved and unoccupied shall be taken to be
7 per cent. upon the capital value. Therefore,
if a grant were worth a £1,000 and it was un-
ocenpied and unimproved, the rateable value
would be £75. Here it will be seen that the
amount is adefinite vne. Ithink these altera-
tions are improvements. ‘Chen in Clause 164 it
is provided that every effort is to beinade to
get payment of the rates from the occapier,
but, failing that, the owner iz called upon to
pay. Clanse 169 provides that if rates cannot
be recovered they ean be distrained for, but
there is a proviso by which the bedding and
absolutely necessary honsehold furniture shall
be exewpt. Clause 195 provides for loans,
and says that Councils may strike a special
rate, which is not to exceed 1s. Bd. in the £.
Ratepayers will therefore know exactly what
they may be liable for. 1 do oot think I need
say uny more vxcept to usk hon. members to
pass this Bill as it is.

Trae Hon, F. T. CROWDER: I have wmuch
this pleasurein supporting the second reading
of the Bill, but I cannot agree with the hon. gen.
tleman who represents the Government, when
he says we should passthiz Bill in its present
form becauss we made nwendwents last year.
The same sarguments wmight apply to the
Assembly and they have made amenduents.
Before sitting down I should like to refer to
one other matter. Hon. members will remember
that in Clause 155 this Council last year
thought it to alter the rating from £2 10s. to
£3, and in Clause 169 snother alteration waa
moade exempting goods from distress under
the value of X£10. When thess amend-
ments were sent to the Assembly, that
House alleged that we were infringing
their privileges, and the Bill fell through.
Since then T have carefully studied that
able ruling of the President ard slso the
ruling of the Speaker in conjunction with a
oolicitor. We looked into May, and other re-
liable authorities, and came to the conclasion
that this House was perfectly right in making
the amendment it did. I think it is in the
interests of this House that this question
should be raised, and if it were not that this
Bill iz much wanted I should again move in

[COUNCIL.]

Mines Reguletion Rill.

the same direction as I did last yesar.
Question putand passed.
Bill read a second time.

MINES REGULATION BILL.
SECOND BEADING—ADJOURNED DEUATE,

T'ue How. F. T. CROWDER: I moved the
adjournment of the debate, because, I with
other hon. members, had not had un oppor-
tunity of properly looking into the Bill. Since
our last meeting I have gene intoit, and find
that it is really an important mensure. I
have also taken the trouble to refer the matter
to five or gix gentlemen connected with mines,
and they are of opinicn that, in its present
form, the Bill does not meet the requirements
of the Coluny, They called nttention especially
to Clanses 9 and 10, which seem to give power
to miners to harass the mine owners and
managers. It is Dot my intention to object
to the second reading, becanse my hon, friend,
Mr. Stona proposes to refer .t to n Select Com-
mittee, and in that I shall support him,

‘f'ag Hon. F, M. STONE : I do not propose
to oppose the second reading becanse the Bill
appears to me to be & necessury one. As the
Hon. Mr. Crowder has pointed out, we yester-
day met several gentlemen interested in
wmines, and went through some of the clauses
of the Bill. The conclugsion we cums to was
that the best course for us to pursue was
to pass the serond reading and refer the Bill
to a Joint Committee of both Houses.

Tax Hon. F, M. STONE moved, “‘I'hatthe
Bill be referred to a Joint Select Commistee of
hoth Houses of Parliament, with power to call
for persons and papers, and to report on 28th
August, and that the Committee of the Legia-
lative Council do consist of five members.”

Question put and passed.

A ballet having been tauken, the following
members were e¢lected, in addition to the
mover, to serve om such Committee: The
Honorables J. W. Hackett, H. J. Suunders,
and B, H. Wittenoom.

'lhe Honorables W. Alexander und ¥, T.,
Crowder having an equal number of vobes
the President determined, by lot, “That the
Hon. W. Alaxander should be a member of
the Committee.

Ordered— That the resolution be trans-
mitted by Message to the Legislutive Assembly,
and iis concurrence desired therein.”
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ADJOURNMENT.

The Council, at ten minutes to nine o’clock,
p.m,, adjourned until Thureday, 8th August,
at half-past four o’clock, p.m.

Fegisintive Assembly,

Wednesday, 7ih August, 1895,

Peraonal Explanation— Trafic on Northem-Sou thern
Cross Railway — Construction of East Perth
Railway Station—The W.4. Timber Company's
Tramway and Land Resumptions—The W.A.
Dimber Company’'s Sawmills and Tramwcay—
Tucidental Erpenses (niscellaneous services} ;
Ercesse on 1894-95 Estimates, and veasons for
such— Proposed Redistribution of Parligmentary
Seats—dJustices  Appoirtment Bill: Messaye
Jrom the Leyislative Council—Appointment of
Joint Commnitiee re Mines Reyulation Bill:
Messuge from the Legislative Council—Fertilisers
and Feeding Stuffs Bill: in commiltee—Railway
ard Theatre Refreshnent Rooms Licensing Bill :
second reading—Arbitration Bifl : in committes
~Criminal Evidence fill : in committee—Ad-
Jourienent.

Tur SPEAKER took the chair at 4.30
o’clock p.m.
PRAYEHS.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.

Mgr. RANDELL: T rise, Sir, to mnke a few
remarks hefore the businesa of the day is
commencerd. It is generally understood that
[ have sent in mny resignation of the position
of leader of the members sitting on this side
of the House, and it has been kindly accepted.
I take this opportunity of thanking hon. mem-
bers on both eides of the Heouse for the kindly
consideration I have received at their hands
during the period in which I have ncted in
that capacity. I underetand the hon. mem-
ber for Albany has heen clected to that
position, and he will now act as leader, I pre-
sume, of those members who sit cn this side of
the House.
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Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): I
should like to eay how much I regret that the
hon. member for Perth has thought it neces-
sary and advisable to resign the position of
leader of the Opposition. During the time he
has occupied the position, he has ouly carried
out his duties in the way in which
we knew he would carry them out.
The hon. member, as is well known in this
country, has served a long apprenticeship to
public affaira; and, when he was elected to
the position he has now vacated, we in this
House knew that, whatever he might lend
himeelf to, or iake part in, he would be
netunted by high and patriotic motives. I
can only express the regret of myself, and I
am sur? also of the members on this side of
the House, that he has thought it necessary to
vacate the position which he has occupied
with credit to himaself, and credit to the

country.

TRAFFIC ON NORTHAM-SOUTHERN
CROSS RAILWAY.

Me. MONGER, without notice, asked the
Commissioner of Reilways tn state when it
was intended to lay on the table the return
recently moved for hy the hou. member for
Yilgarn, showing the amount of trafic on the
Northam-Southern Cross Railway.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
{Hon. H, W. Venn) replied that he hsd seen
the return, which had taken some time in
preparation, on aceconnt of the great scope of
the requirements set forth in the motion of
the hon. member for Yilgarn. The return
would be laid on the table almost imme-
dintely.

CONSTRUCTION OF EAST PERTH
RAILWAY STATION.

Mr, JAMES, in accordance with notice,
asked the Director of Fublic Works when ten-
ders would be called for the erection of the
East Perth rnilway station.

Tue DIRECTOR OF FUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. H. W. Venn) replied that tenders would
not be called, as the constrauction of the plat-
form was now in progresa.

W.A. TIMBER COMPANY’'S TRAMWAY AND
LAND RESUMPTION.

Mr. COOKWORTHY, in accordance with
notice, nsked the Premier whether it was the
intention of the Government to relwrn to the
former owners the land resumed by the
Government for the parposes of the W.A,



